Speech delivered by Mr. T.S.Sahni, President, The British Sikh Association at the Vaisiakhi function on the 25th April 2008.

Vaisiakhi a very joyful occasion with a message of love and universal brotherhood. 
Creation of Khalsa (Saint Soldiers) by the tenth Guru Guru Gobind Singh in 1699 was a direct result of the continued injustice, intolerance, suppression, exploitation, Plunder, bloodshed and pointless destruction by foreign invaders and unending conflicts between various kingdoms and clans within India and the indignities of caste divisions of the 15th Century.
The founder of the Sikh Faith Guru Nanak born in 1469 from his early childhood had the vision and spiritual foresight to diagnose the underlying causes of the prevailing tragedies and degrading human behaviour. His spiritual providence revealed the truth of one God the omnipresent creator of the entire universe and the equality of mankind. The salvation of an individual depended on one’s deeds (or Karmas) in the creation of God with emphasis on humility, compassion, love and contentment. Strong muscles of power, wealth, egoistic wisdom, meaningless rituals or belonging to a high caste or a particular sect or faith does not provide an automatic and direct ticket to heaven.
In order to clear the mist by interacting with the people of different faiths Guru Nanak travelled widely for over 28 years to places as far apart as Ladakh, Tibet, Assam, Orissa, Sri Lanka, Afghanistan, Iraq and Mecca. These interactions provided him an opportunity to gain insight knowledge of different faiths and beliefs and his dialogues created a better understanding and goodwill.   
All successive Gurus’s carried forward the spiritual torch of Guru Nanak. Supreme Sacrifices had to be made by the Fifth Guru Guru Arjan Dev Ji, Ninth Guru Guru Tegh Bahdur Sahib Ji, and the tenth Guru Gobind Singh Ji his family and his four sons took a fearless stand in defence of man’s essential freedoms. 
The Khalsa was created and founded on the ethical and philosophical principles of reaffirming equality of all human beings irrespective of caste, creed or religion, equal rights for women, right to religious freedom, accountability, and transparency in governance as opposed to tyranny and injustice. 
To ensure continuity Guru Gobind Singh commanded his followers to look upon Guru Granth Sahib a holy scripture containing collective wisdom of saints of different faiths as their Guru. 
Instilled with the khalsa (the pure) spirit the Sikhs (who are just 2 % of the population of India) where ever they are in any part of the globe have not only performed heroic deeds to uphold this laudable ideology but have made tremendous contributions in shaping the political course and the economy of the countries of their adoption. They are well known for their exemplary valour, loyalty, devotion to duty and hard work.  
The British Sikh Association is committed to uphold and translate these high ideals into practice with endeavours to create good will and better understanding all around.     
God Bless you all.
Thank you. 
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